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SERMON 


On Epheſ: v. 1 5, 16. 


See then that you walk circumſpetly, not 
as fools, but as wiſe, 

Redeeming the time, becauſe the days are 
evil. 


þ His Text ſeems very proper 
on this occaſion ; fince 
WoL) what is here recommend- 
Ge. <d, agrees very near to the 
BRI Character, which I have 

Ke had given me, of the Per- 
ſon to whom we are now paying the laſt 
duties ; but having been HR to her 


my ſelf, and ſhe being much better known 
to you all, among whom ſhe led her life, 
I ſhall lay no more of her : But apply my 
ſelf rothe Text. 


A 2 This 


A Dermon preached at 


, This is an Exhorration following ve 
naturally upon the , preceding Diſcourle , 
in which St. Paul had been comparing the 
ſarce of Chriſtians under the Goſpel co Light, 
oppoling it to the darkneſs of the former ſu- 
perſticion under Heathenifm : Which was 
made up of . many myſterjqus Riddles, and 
unaccountable Rites and Performances, the 
chiet defign whereof was rather to darken 
than enlighten its blind Votaries. But the 
Goſpel, being a-plain and clear diretion, 
how to attain eternal life in the practice of 
the moſt excellent Rules that ever- were 
delivered; is therefore fitly as well as fre- 
quently in the New Teſtament, compared 
ro Light, in which there are nodark ſecrets, 
which muſt be known only to a few Prieſts: 
" Butall is laid open,and made plain to every 
diſcreet and diligent Reader. And thoughar 
contains ſeveral things which are dark and 
myſterious, as in the cleareſt = 9m at 
a-preart diſtance ſeem- black, I0 e dark- 
neſs is not in the manner of Revelation, 
which 1s explicite and plain; bur riſes from 
the remoreneſs of the object, which being 
ar ſuch diſtance from us, and fo far above 
us, cannot be made ſo vilibleto us, as thoſe 
; things 
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things that are before us, and lie in- our 
way : About whith nor only the' Precepts 
are plain and expreſs, but the reaſon of them 
is fo apparent, that like publick high ways, - 
the Rule is ſo plain, that without ſome art 
a-man cannot be miſtaken ; ſo that if the 
HiſtOry of paſt Ages, andthe fad proſpect 
of the preſent did notgivens anunanſwera- 
ble objection rothe:contrary, one that con. 
ſiders the- thing in it ſelf; would hardly 
think it poſſible, that a man could be mi- 
ſtaken about it. 
* This being then laid down : The Exhor: 
cation in the Text I have read, does natu- 
rally follow. Hethat walks in the dark; 
though he ſtumble often, it is forgiven him, 
andit he makes bnt any lirabl PR 
in his way it is wondered at': But it we 
ſhould fee a man ſtumbling who walks in 
fult day light, and if he made no conſidera- 
ble progreſs, we muſt -necds conclude hinr 
abdor Tee diſtemper of body or mind : 
So how juſtly ſoever we admire the vertues 
of the Heathens, whoſe Religion tended ra- 
ther to corrupt than Puriftie them ; yet it- 
will be an eternal reproach on us, if we 
who are enlightened - by - ſo © heavenly a 
A 3 Doctrine, , 
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"Anerfios, 


Doctrine, do not far ourſtrip them, both in 
the exatnels of our deportment, and our 
conſtant progreſs in vertue. | 

I ſhall without any accurate Diviſion 
follow the thread of my Text; and offer 
from it ſuch Conſiderations, as may be moſt 

rofitable and ſuitable to the preſent agca- 
Fo, and ſhall conlider, 

Firſt, What is imported in "this walking 
circumſpeFtly, or exaftly and accurately. 

Secondly, The Character given of ſuch 
a walk : Thar it is the conſequence of true 
wiſdom, and that the contrary is the 
greateſt folly in the world, Not as fools, but 
as wife. 

Thirdly, That we ought to be making 
adaily progreſs in vertue : Either makin 
up what we have laſt by our former idleneſ; 
and folly, or cutting off thoſe ſuperfluities of 
naughtineſs which conſume ſo much of our 
time. Redeeming the time. And 

Laſtly, The reaſon given for all this, 
Becauſe the days are evil. 

To.'walk. circamſpe&ly,, according to the 
true notion of the word, is to live with all 
poſlible ſtrictnels and accurateneſs : Not 
affeRing a ' Phariſaical Sowrnels, nor a 


nicity 
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nicity abour fome leſſer matters. This ex- 
aneſs conſiſts not in a coarle habir, ſullen 
looks, an aftettation of odd geſtures, or a 
peeviſh ſcrupuloſiry abour Ticrle things. 
Theſe are the arts of hypocrifie, which 
though a .diſcerning mind ſec through and 
deſpiſe them, Yer have in all Ages wrought 
much on the feeble, and eaſily deceived: 
multitudes Ir is true, a man cannot be 
religious in good earneſt, bur ler him-uſe 


what ſecrefie and care {oever he can to con- 


ceal it, it will ſhine in his wu gs - and Mat.5.16. 


even in the external parts of it, there will 
appear ſo much of a compoſed gravity, 


tempered with a juſt mixture of ſweetneſs 


and good nature, that he will ſhine as a light Pi215- 


in the.world. Yer there is ſuch a variety of 
mens humours and diſpoficions, fome be- 
ing naturally melancholy, others more gay 
and jovial, that we ought never on the one 
hand to be taken too much with an out- 
ward appearance, how fair ſoever, nor be 
on the other hand too apt to cenſure people 
for ſuch things in their external behaviour, 
which do perhaps riſe from their natural 
tempers and diſpoſitions. Burt to walk cir- 
cumfpetHy is .a thing of far greater Impor- 
rance.. 
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39,105, 


rance. Iris in a word, to govern our hearts 
and inward affections, and our hves and 
outward actions, by the rule of the Goſpel, 
It is not only to be ſo far good as to live 
without ſcandal in the world, nor to quier 
the clamours of Conſcience which anay 
riſe. upon us: after ſome -more notorious 
fins ; ra i imports ſomewhat beyond all 
theſe : That a man ſhould dedicate him- 
ſelf ro Religion, making it his bukne(s:: and 
as the bloud circulates over the whole body, 
in greater veſlels thorough the nobler parts, 
and in ſmaller .ones .even thorough the re- 
moteſt members ; ſothe true ſpirit of Chri- 


ſtianity runs through a mans. whole lite, 


with a due proportion of care and applica- 


tion : Not putting his whole ſtrength to 
leſſer matters, and doing the greateſt ſlighr- 
ly and carcleſly, but applying his greateſt 
Indultry to things of Fit concernment, 
yet ſo asnot to be too remiſs in the ſmalleſt 
matters. He therefore that would walk 
circumſpectly muſt 

Firſt, Lay down to himſelf a complete 


Pal.119.6,s, SCREME Of his whole life, that he may form 


diſtin rules to himſelf, in all che parts of 
his buſineſs, by which he ſhall govern = 
| lite 
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life and aftions. He that has not thus dige- 
ſed into his thoughts a clear model of wha 
he reſolves to be, lives at random, and can- 
not walk circumſpectly : For he knows not 
what it -is. '' Ar Archicect [that builds by 
Rule, has a plane or model according to 
which-the houſe: muſt riſe; and vers he 
which all muſtbe irregular; and; out of or- 
der : "If cherefore we er about the raiſing 


of this ſpiritual building, we muſt both lay i148. 


down a regular frame of if, and caſt up the 

pence ofoohar it riſes to. Therefore he that 
will be ancaccurate Chriſtian, muſt conſi- 
der-himſelf in all the circumſtances of his 
life : What his tation calls him co : How 
he is obliged to his relations, how he ought 
to imploy his time, both in his reyremenc, 
buſineſs, and diverſions; that upon all 
theſe he may agree within himſclt to ſuch 
rules as ſhall be the meaſures of his ations. 


This Scheme being once laid down,we mult 


by frequent thinking ſo infix it in our me- ecal.r1g.c., 
mories, that we need not run to any. books *5*+ 


for our Rules, but havethem always before 
our eyes, and by firm and politive reſolu- 
tions we muſt engage our ſelves/ as deep as 
we can to the br a aha of them. ' __ 

| B Secondly, 
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Pal.139, 
2332 4- 


Secondly, We muſt frequently compare 
our lives and ations by the Rules thus laid 
dawn : And this noc only in ſome-tranſient 
thoughts, bur in deep and ſerious reflexjons, 
No buſineſs can go well on, unleſs the ac- 
counts and progreſs of ir are ofren ballanced 
and much conlidered. It men therefore 
do ſo carefully manage their fortunes, that 
they ſer off large portions of their time ei- 
ther daily, weekly, or yearly, to examine 
their accounts : How can it be imagined 
that a thing of that importance, upon 
which - all the 'h of our eternal 
{tate depends, ſhould be ſo eafily cranl- 
ated ? "Therefore we ought often to ſearch 
our hearts, and try our ations, that we, may 


diſcover if there be any evil way in them. The 


Tradeſman does often and anxiouſly apply 
his Square tothe Work, leſt little irregula- 
ricies which theeyecannoc diſcover, ſhould 
by an nndiſcerned progres amount to fo 
notable anerrour, as might ſpoil the whole 
deſign. Weflip into many- habires wichour 
refletioa , "which as an\unſen{ble;!morion 
of duſt up>x onr: cloaths;- does nor. ſtain 
them ſo-viſibly in any one-minute; bur after 
alictle time do cover and diicolous them : 

| SO 
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So way lictle chings chat pals neglected will 
atlengthrun on [to a greater martter in the 
total (um of them, 
Thirdly, He that walks circumſpectly 
does by an even and ſteady courſe avoid 
extremes on all hands ;. he muſt nor allow 
himſelf any. one;4ault : For willingly to Jan 1.10. 
conlent to a ſmall fin makes it a great one. 
4» a di- 


fore fall within our liberty : Bur if thoſe 
things by an unlucky hic with our rempers 
and other circumſtances, prove” ſnares to 
us, then a man who walks accurately muſt 
avoid them ; as he who is exactly regular in 
his diet, does not only conſider Lakes it is 
wholſom in itſelf, and pleaſant to his taſte, 
but if upon frequent experiments he feels ic 
does not agree with him, he therefore re- 
ſtrains his appetite and rejc&ts it. TT his Rule 
is ſo much the more neceflary in moral mat. 
ters, as our ſouls are of greater importance 


_ thanourbodies, B 2 Theſc 


—— 
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* Mat 26: 


| Theſe are the meaſures and Rules by 
which he that walks accurately and circun- 
fpettly governs himſelf; and upon a ſober 
application of rheſe ro our ſelves, we ma 
be able eaſily ro. judge,. whether we have 
complied with St. Payl's Exhortation-/in-my 
Fext. Do we fatishe our felves in lome 
Forms and Ceremonies of our Religion, and 
imagine thatif we perform thele'with-fome 
care and ſolemniry,” we may {live at la 
all the reſt of: our rime ? Are we' ſuch 
ſtrangers co our ſelyes, that we have never 
ſov.much as conſidered /what our Callings 
and relations oblige-us ro. Vainly conceic- 
ing; thatif we pray a little, alt is well > Do 
we often and narrowly review our life that 
we may diſcover pall errors, and correct 
them” for the furure > Count: we nothing 
{mall that offends God, and blemiſhes our 
own Integrity ? And do. we readily. and 
willingly. throw up every thing which 
proves re:Ily a (ſcandal or {tumbling ro us, 
even where it is dear asa right eye or a right 
hand is to us ? If we put thoſe Queries to our 
Conſ\ciences, and hear: what aniwers the 
make: to.chem,  we- may: be. ſoon farisfed 


whether we. walk circumſpectly or nor. . 


4 
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I- ſhall nor'ule any other argument to 
commend this courſe - of life bur what 1s 
taken from the following words, Not as 
fools, but 4s wiſe. The lecond thing I pro- 
poſed ro ſpeak to. 

-Widom conliſts ineworhings : The fclt, 
is to balance'things' aright, and to judge 
well of ther. The ſecond, is rodirect our 
practice by judgments ſo well framed, 'The 
one 1s Speculative; 'the other- is Practical 
Wiſdom. Now in both theſe a man thar 
walks circumipedly carries himlelt as a 
wiſe man. No man can judge aright till he 
has conſidered all things 'well, Forpro- 
notinee raſhly is an evidene/ſign / of folly. 
Fheloole Libertines run on headlong, and 
neverſtay to think or examine: what they 
do: Theti reſolucions are-nortthe effect of. 
judgment, but riſe either from the husry:of 
Paſſions, the violence of Appetite, or the 
force of ſome popular Cuſtoms and Habits. 
Men therefore that view things ſo ſlightly 
cannot judge maturely ; bur he that walks 
circumſpectly brings all his a&tions into the 
Light, and tries them by a Telt that cannot 
deceive him. | I ſpeak now-to-perſons who 


believe the Goſpel, and may be ſuppoled 


B 3 upon - 


Fz 
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2 Cor.5.10, 


or whole Eſtate be put upon the iflue of a 


upon-the preſent occaſion to have ſome- 
thing more/than ordinary tenderneſs u 

their hearts : | And therefore 1 ſhall not pur- 
ſue this further, but certainly as —_ as 
things Eternal are preferrable to, things 
Temporal; as. much as: the! Soul 4s bener 
than the Body, and as much as_the enjoy- 
ment of God. is aboye ,che poſlcflion of a 
{mall parcel of this. Earth ; py much he 
makes rhe better choice who dedicares him- 
{elf ro Religion, and ſyppoling thole prin- 
ciples are to be acknowledged, certainly ic 
is much the better choice to reſolve to-walk 
circumſpitily, than to live at the rate of our 
ordinary Chriſtians ; | For it we believe chat 
God ſees, and takes notice of our actions, 
thac he will call us ro an account for them, 
and-rewvard and puniſh us eternally accord- 
ing co.chem : Then we catinoc, be too accu- 
rate and careful m the ordering of our lives. 
Nor is there any folly in che world equal tg 
this, of chinking that ſome ſlight or low 
Form of Religion will ſerve theturn, and 
chat it is needlels to ſtrain for high degrees of 
holineſs ; but that God Almighty will cake 
any. thing off our hands. | If a, mans Lite 


Trial, 


rr 
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Trial, the exacteſt diligence and carefulneſs 
isnecellary : And remnu(snelsthen is a crime 
not to be excuſed : But of how much grea- 
ter conſequence is Eternity Eternity: Rewards 
are proportioned to the ſervices that are 
expected : No man is raiſed to the greateſt 
honours for going on anErrand, Toex- 
pet then Erernal life upon» fome trifling 
rformances, is to "conclude that God 
ceps no proportion between the rewards 
he offers, and the ſervices he enjoyns. 
Upon all which it may be very realonably 
concluded, that he who walks circum- 
ſpecly gives us this firſt evidence of his 
wiſdom that he makes the beſt judgmenc of 

$; 

"Bur Wiſdom is an empty Notion, if it 
reſt in a Speculation ; then it is Wiſdom 
indeed when it is reduced to Practice, and 
certainly what a man judges fit, ought. ei- 
ther to be done by him ; or «lſe he has that 
within him, which will make his life very 
uncahe to him. No. man has-a more un- 
comfortable lite, than he-whorhas good -no- 
tins 'of | Religion, ' but 'does' inor anf{wer 
them in his actions : For heneirher feels che 
pleaſures of {in without .controul,. nor the 

joys 


t4 
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joys of a good Conſcience : Bur is perpe. 
AS role berween his good row ag 
and his ill life,” ſo:thar it is che greateſt tolly 
inthe world to be religious: only by halves. 
Belides,a man who would:compound in the 
matter of Religion, and content himſelf 
with as low a meaſure as is poſlible, evi- 


- dently' diſcovers that:he hath neither true 


1 Joh,4.18, 


2 Joh, 8, ver. 


love ro God, nor Holineſs, bur is oaly a&ted 
by a baſe principle of ſervile Fear: Which 
as it perplexes a man inwardly, ſo it gives 
him no aſſurances of Gods 'favour to fim 
ſince'no man can expect great returns for 
what is done upon Fear. He then that 
ſerves God thus, is in danger of loſing all 
his labour ; and if he does not come quite 
ſhort of his reward, yet he cannot promile 
himſelf a full one. - Ic is likewiſe the ea- 
ſieſt, and by conſequence the wiſeſt courle, 


to be accurate and circumipect in our Re- 


ligion; for there is no admitting of fin by 
meaſure into our hearts, which 1s ike the 
breakingin of waters; give but a paſlage 
toa few drops, and they will niake way 
for a whole ſtream ; And- as fire and water 
cannot be limited by rules in their progreſs, 
lo it is not poſſible ro reſtrain our Faſt and 

paſſions, 


b——— 
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paſlions, if we but give way to: their frſt 
= AX" But on the other hand, -he 
whole life is of a piece, and does not con- 
ſent to the commiſſion of any ſin, finds 
the whole work by ſo much the eaſter ; for 
Vertue and Religion are of a complicated 
nature; ſo that one part ſtrengthens another, 
and'What weakens it in a part pulls down the 
whole frame. 

Upon the whole matter thea it is appa- 
rent, that nothing cends ſo much co quner- a 
mans mind, to {ecure his happinels hereat- 
ter, and to make his work caſte in this life, 
as to be exadtly ſevere and ftrict in his 
whole deportment.” And now why do we 
court. the reputation-of Wiſdom ſo much, 
and are ſo heavily oftended when we are 
accounted fooliſh and unwiſe ; and yetare 


guilty of a madneſs that is far beyond'all/*** 


that can be ſeen at a Bedlam ? To believe 
Eternity, and yet not labour for it; to ac- 
knowledge a God, and yet. not ſerve him 
with our-utmoſtcare ; to profeſs that weare 
Chriſtians, and yer to live ſo unlike Chriſt 
and his Goſpel, are extravagancies beyond 
any common madnels, and if thoſe firs did 
xeturn only after long intervals,as they do in 
Lunaticks, 
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Plal.z1 1.10, 


Prov.i6. 32. 


Lunaticks, it were nor ſo deſperace; . but 
that the fics ſhould be ſolaſting and conſtant, 
and our ſober moods only return after long 
intervals of folly, are ſad ſympromes that 
qur diſtempers are paſt cure, Mad men 
ſhew their art and skill m ſome liclechin 
aboutthem,, and yetare mad men till. So 
what are all the Arts of policy and craft in 
the worid, but like the cunning tricks of 
madnels ? They, they are only cruly wiſe, 
that conſider the Author. and end of their 
Being aright ; and make thar che chief work 
of theirlife here, which can ſecure tothem 
the hopes of an- Eternal one hereafter. ls 
the att of governing Kingdoms, Ciries, or 
Families, or improving or: managin 
fortunes ro be compared to this, by which 
a man ſo governs himfelt that he has quiet 
in his own Conſcience, joyned. with aflu- 
rance of Gods favour and protection here, 
and being wich him eternally. hereafter ? 
And yer Tee all chis, how do men glory in 
their follies, in-which rchey appear as ridicu- 
lous to thoſe who diſcern aright, as thole 
in Bedlam, a great part.of whole madneſs 
does conhſt in. ther extravagant geſtures 
and- poſtures, laughing at orhers, though 


em- 
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chemſelyes be a more proper obje& of it, 
if tenderneſs and compaſſion for them did 
not ever-rule the mirth which their folly is 
apt to raiſe? Thaſe wha are fools in the {e- 
vereſt ſenſe laugh ar, and deſpiſe the truly 
Religious, who, with a far .betzer reaſon 
rurn back their contempt jon: them- 
ſelves, it another Principle which theis Re- 
Aon inſpires them with, did not ryrn it 
mpadſſion and pity ; for who can look 
ay wc objects wichour al}-he mekings of 
rendernels.and good nature. 
The third ng | opoſed to {; = ww, 
is the great caution wi 
thole who - War ; cirommlpattly do _ 
out and employ their time. Redeeming the 
time, Which is capable of a double ſenſe 3 
Either firſt, by redoubling our diligence ©9 
make up the time we have loſt in our for- 
mer vanity and folly. When one begins t@ 
live exactly, and reflects on his former 
courſe of life, he finds ſo much of his time 
has been ſpent o (0 lirtle /mg + 7 chat from 
the fincere compunction pions 
2 loſs, he fers himſelf forward with 
lible Induſtry, rodo ſuch ſervices hd or in 
the xemaining; parts My __ as ey 
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3 Pet. 4.3. 


ſome ſort balance his former irregularities. 
He that has a long Journey to make, and a 
limited time for it, if he has trifled away a 
-great deal of it, is the more vigilant and 
buſic, and puts on with the greater aCtivity 
and force : that if it! be poſſible he ma 
repair the favs he? formerly committed, 
When we refle& on the: great portions of 
our time that are 'already gone, and have 
been ill applied, if we' have any Ingenuity 
in us; we will from'a generous ſenſe of our 
former errours ſtudy ſome' way to” com- 
face for whatis paſt, and this will hold 
more forcibly in thoſe who begin lateto be 
religious, whoſe youth, ſtrength, and vi- 
pour have been employed in the ſervice of 
their Luſts and Paſſions. How will the 
reckon that the time paſt ought more than ſuf. 
fice them to have wrought the will of the fleſh ? 
And fince they cannot recover what is loſt, 
and redeem it inthe ſtriteſt ſenſe; yer they 
will more vigorouſly improve the ſietle re- 
mainder of time that is before them. To 
ſuch perſons an ordinary meaſure of Holi- 
neſ$ 1s not ſufficient; ' as one who has long 
neglected his duty to any Superiour, when 
he returns tochimlelf, expiates what is paſt 


with 
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with a more punctual obedience and pro. 
founder ſubmiſſion. And this is to Redeem 
the time in-irs firſt lenſe. 
A ſecond ſenſe of it is to reſcue and buy 
it our ( as the word imports) of their ill 
hands who have engroſt too much of it. 
Many Maſters have dominion over it.; eve- 
one claims his property, and ſtretches 
Wit as far as may be. Our bodies claim their 
ſhare : bothin the neceſſary ſupplies of de- 
caying nature ; and in» providing for thoſe 
fupplies : Burt beyond thele the irregulari. 
ties of diet, and the vanities of drefling, 
{wallow up a great deal more. . 'Fhe —_ 
neſs of our minds makes that ſome diver- 
frons are neceſſary, but modeſt recreations 
diſcreetly ufed, will not ſerve turn. Man 
hours muſt be ſpent in looking on a Jeſs 
led Stage, where the Scenes that are re- 
preſented arenot worſethan the impreſſions 
they leave on the greateſt part of the Spe- 
Qarors : And the reſt of the day is given up 
to gaming, which perhaps is continued to 
the next morning. Our*'Friends likewiſe 
may claim their ſhare of it, but certainly 
this ought not to be ſtrerche ſo far, as the 
perpetual receiving and givigg of thole idle 
C 3 vilits 
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vilacs, which conſume ſo much timc,amounts 
to. To. redeem or buy, out our, time.is.co 
take as much as may be: our of: che hands.,of 
thoſe unjuſt invaders of it, ,and to apply ir 
to beter and nobler purpales : And to give 
every one what is their own {hare, re- 
ſerving ll the beſt part of it co our (elves, 
and to the nobleſt paz of our elves, , ow 
Souls. It is a, generous piece of kindnely® 
and friendſhip to afliſt others in their con» 
cerns, pon great. occaſions, when they 
need our help : Bur if + man minds only 
his neighbours affairs, and negleQs his own, 
he is juſtly cenſured. as a buſie body. And 
what do moltof thoſe chings amount to, in 
which we are employed 2 One great im- 
pertinency runs through our whole lite : and 
if about the greateſt part.gt chole atfairg in 
which we toil and labour we -put our Savi- 

3 ours Queſtion to St, Peter to our elves, What 
John 31.23. is that to thee? We will be to {eek for an An- 
| {wer. He 5-0» I $0neger of this | 
reat trealure, Time reduce hisexpcnce, 
_ cut off all the needlchs waſte, wg 
give. his body ſuch refcc{hmeacs as may boch 
. pxelerye life, and exhilarace his ſpirits ; and 
nat oppreſs chem with a laicharge 0700s 
whic 
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which will both diſorder his , and 
clog his mind. And though all the labour of 
a man-is for the Belly, yer he muſt fo pro- 
vide for it, as notto ſtarve his Soul ;, much 
lels give it into the bargain; for then he 
buyes his proviſions dear. He muſt like- 
wile ule thoſe diverſions which areneceſfary 
ro:keep his body in health; and his mind in 
*emper, bur not throw away his time fo 
protulely on them, as if he knew not how 
co dipole of i: otherwiſe. Beſides the eva- 
porating the Spirits into too much mirth 
and folly makes us unfit for more fober em- 
ployments ;' as a truant Scholar afrer ſome 
days of play, knows not how torurn him- 
ſelf again to his Book. It is likewiſe a y 

ill evidence of our kindneſs to our friends 
to rob them of ſo much of their time, as 
the exceſſive humour of viſiting waſtes : 
which whatever people may pro abour 
the obligations of civility and kindneſs, does 
really flow from:this, That chey know not . 
how to beſtow their time another way. 
And though many looking on it as a decent 
way oof ſpeaking, complain of theſe exceſ\- 
les; yer by cheir extreme officiouſnels in 
them ir is vicible they are not much troubled 
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at them ; as then. he -who- has /our-run 
himſelf, and begins -to grow. more frugal 
conſiders the ſeveral branches of his -<x- 
pence, and ſees what he can cut off from 
every one of them; ſo. if we go. about to 
redeem our time, and think to apply it to ber- 
rer purpoles, we muſt {ee what portions of 
it we can recover out of the hands of thoſe 
ſeveral conſumers of it ; and apply what* 
we can thus gain to nobler mak to the 
ſerious meditations of VYertue and Religion : 
Thar we may conlider how we hall im- 
prove our Faculties, lay out our Talents, 
and employ our time in ſuch ſervices 
as may tend to the honour of God, andthe 
good of our Neighbours; and atraining 
luch an inward noble temper of mind, as 
Religion requires, we may walk net only 
blameleſs and harmleſs, but * as the Sons of God we 
may ſhine as lights in the world. And now if 
we do es x how ſhort our time, and 


how laſting Erernity is, if we conſider how 


much we haveto do, and how ſmall a por- 
tion of our time is perhaps before us, which 
if it be. quite waſted, can never be reco- 
vered, no not in all Ecternity; if we alſo 
put to the account the many accidents of 


licknefles, 
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ſicknefſes, and other diſorders which waſte 


our time; we muſt needs be convinced;that 
it concerns us nearly to husband it as cloſely 
| and careftilly as we can. 

The reaſon here given by St. Paul, Becauſe 
the days are evil, is next ro be conſidered. 
Evil yo + in Scripture-ſtile ſtand either for 

reat afflictions, or publick calamities, or 
the declining of a mans age, or the ap- 
roach of death » bur in this place the Apo- 

es meaning muſt either relate to the ill 
converſation of thoſe among whom they. 
live ; for an evil day, and an. evil time by an 
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Or this Phrale relates to- the aflitions, t 

ſcorn, and other miſeries the Chriſtians lay 
under, and the more fevere perſecutions 
which they had reaſon fpeedily to look for; 
And inall theſe ſenſcs the Inference is very 
juſt, That becanſe the days are evil we ought to 
Redeem our time. The firſt ſence relates to 
1 the corruption of the Age, and: the great 
Immoralities of which both Jews for Gen- 
tiles were guilty, were a very convincin 

argument, aa; rare Chriſtians ro __ 
der their ways with more than ordinary 
carefulneſs : 'That they might be upon their 
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guard againſtthe ſnares of ſo. evil an exam- 
plez,and reſiſt the cemprations of vice 
ndY. when it was grown {o common, 
that men \vere neicher aſhamed nor atraid 
of it. It was allo the more neccſlary tor 
Chriſtians ro look more carefully ro them. 
ſelves, that they might ſhine 4s lights m the 
midſt of a wicked generation, and let off the 
glory of their Proteſfion, with a greater ad- 
vantage, having ſo black a foil placed near 
it. And certainly this argument has all 
poſſible ſtrengrh in it, if we apply it tothis 
diſlolute Age , in which men ſeem. to have 
loſt the ſhame as well as the ſenſe of fin : 
and to have delivered themſelves up to 
work wickedneſs m_ equal degrees of [m- 
pudence and Greedinels.. And we © 

the:rather 20 look. narrowly. to our Reva 
becauſe the Vices that have been diſcovered 
in fome Pretenders to Piety, ſeem one of 
the greateſt grounds of thoſe mens conh. 
dence, that there is n6 truth inthe things (0 
much talked of. This prejudice is not-to 
be beaten down by any arguments drawn 
from diſcourſe, but by thoſe undeniable and 
convincing experiments of 2 holy life, and 
vertuous conyerfation. And-when a Plague 
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rages ſo univerfally that few eſcape the 
Contagion, we {hould with che grgater 
ftriftneſs look to our ſelves, that we benot 
infected. Evil communications corrupt good 1 Cor.13.33. 
manners. An ordinary diligence will not 
ſerve the turn, where the hazard is great, 

nd the danger near. Ittherefore we either 
Lligcare of our ſelves, or be concerned in 
the honour of our holy Profeſſion, we will 
employ our utmoſt care both to preſerve our 
ſelves pure and undefiled, and to free our 
Religion from the blemiſhes, which the ill- 
willers of it are apt tocaſt upon it, for they 
wait for our halting, and are both induftri- Jer.29.10. 
ous to draw us into. ſnares, and cenlorious 
enough to caſt an Imputation on Religion,it 
my any thing ws. x of it. | 

The ſecond fence. of this Phraſe relates 

to calamiries, and adverfities, under which ral ;7.19. 
the Chriſtians did'then groan, 'and had FeX- Eph. 5. 15 
ſon rather ro look for an increaſe than a 
diminution of them. They who were ex- 
poſed to the malice of the World had the 
greater reaſon to walk with thar ſtridtneſs 
that might maiutain andquietin their 
conſciences ; which alone could balance all 
the other troubles they lay under; and the 
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interrupting of which made their lives in- 
deed moſt miſerable and uncomfortable of 
all other men. They had alſo the more reaſon 
to: walk with all poſlible ſtritneſs, fince 
they did not know xk the malice of their 
enemies might very ſpeedily put an end to 
their days: For to be a Chriſtian then was 
to die daily in its moſt literal fence. Thefe 
then who believed Ecernity, and were eve- 
ry day almoſt in ſight of it, had the greateſt 
reaſon poſlible ro look to themſelves with 
Ic 1s true we are not 
under thoſe circumſtances , the profeſſion 
of our Religion is not martter of hazard to 
us; we may be ſecurely as —_ and 
vertuous as we will, yet we are ſtill expo- 
ſed to all thole miſeries and calamiries 
which naturally follow man in this mortal 
Ne. And whatis the juſt ſupport of a man 
under thoſe-trials? He that can ſay, with 
the Prophet, unto God, Thou art-my hope m 
the evil tme, may well with great aſſurance 
ſubſume with David, Wherefore ſhould I fear = 
im the days of evil? - When a man is over- 
whelmed' with calamities - and+ troubles, 
what miſerable comforters prove al] thoſe other 
things in which he formerly rejoyced?they ra- 
ther 
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ther increaſe his trouble,and add to his gain, 
thoſe perhaps who are of heavy hearts, may 


drink till they forget. poverty, and remember their vrov.31.6, 


miſery no more ; bit when the fumes of Wine 
are gone,and that fit of frolick mirth is over, 
their ſorrows will xeturn- on. them with the 
om violence. They dare not askcom- 

t from their own hearts, which are black 
and .defiled; there being no ſuch terrible 
companion in miſery, as an evil Conici- 
ence, which will be -importunately putting 
in ts accuſations at every turn. Burt on the 
other hand,that inward peace and joy which 
a good Conlcience affords, entertains a 


manwith a continual feaſt, even in the midft rrorx5:55% * 


of. troubles, and is Muſick to him over a 
dinner of- herbs, He can look up to God, 
and look within himſelf, - with much in- 
ward joy ; andthough all things abour him 
are black and dark, yet thoſe ſet his choughts 
inward more frequently, and with the grea- 
ter pleaſure, to that moſt agreeable _— 
which a good conſcience opens to him. This 
is a fulcient counterpotle to.call other 
weights, thathang about us, and will ſtea- 
dily balance a man though walking on the 
the moſt ſlippery ground,” and therefore 
D-3 Becauſe 
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Becauſe the days are evil, we muſt walk circum- 
ſpeftly,redeeming the time. 

The laſt ſence of this'Phraſe, is, that by 
the evil days are meant the approaches of 
death, ſo we are as to remember 
our Creator in the days of our youth, before the 
evil days come, after which follows a moſt 
Poetical deſcription of the decays of Old 
Age. When Perſecurions ſeem'd near, there 
was 2 more vilible cauſe to look on death as 
approaching : Burif we confider how frail 
weare, and how ſhort a time we have all 
to live upon the Earth, we muſt acknow- 
ledge it moſt reaſonable for us ſo to number 
our days 4s to apply our hearts unto wiſdom. This, 
that is now before our eyes, with the many other 
{peRacles of morraliry, which daily occur, 
rogether with the decays we feel within our 
are, do ſufficiently aſſure us that we muſt 
remain here but a very liccle while : So that 
there is nothing in this life, in which our 
days are both few andevil, that is of any greac 
conſequence to us, unleſs it be according to 
the relation it hath to another ſtate. How 
can he that is daily thinking of — 
be much concerned about the houſe heis lo 
foon to leaye : Butif we believe that there 

is 


the Funeral of Mrs. Anne Seile_. 


is another ſtate, a juſt Judge, and a ſevere 
account, then the conſideration of the 
ſhortnels of our lite, ſhould engage us with 
our utmoſt induſtry to prepare - that other 
ſtate, which will ſoon come on, and never 
haveanend, fince upon the improving of 
fo ſhort a time de J all our hopes of Eter- 
nity, and if we is now walk circumſpettly, 
and redeem our time, we may afluredly ho 
that within a very little we ſhall be deli- 
yered from all the frailties and miſeries 
which fin and infirmity keep us under, and 
ſhall be admicted into the preſence and en- 
zoyment of God, where, ( as we hope this - 
our Siſter now doth, who after a long vertu- 
ous life led according to theſe Rules, having 
attained almoſt to - age that in the Pſalm 
is called the full age of a man, of threeſcore 
years and ten, has now entred into the reſt 
yh for the pops of God,) we ſhall 
or ever rejoyce with all the companies of 
Angels and Saints : With whom, that we 
may cternally reſoyee, let us now, and all 
the days of our lite, offer up to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Gholt all honour, 
praiſe, and glory. Amen. 
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